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dispositions towaids mother-church, I had been diverted from them, he feared, by the evil piactices of one Mm tough Biennan, a countryman of his, though a scandal to his country, that, under a pretence of seeking my conversion, he had laid himself open in a most beastly mannei, such as would have set a catholic into a vile opinion of their religion, and much more one that was yet a heretic The dean had hai dly patience to hear particulars, but as soon as my friend had ended his narration, he immediately gave his orders, prohibiting Mui tough's saying any more masses, either in Madrid, 01 any other place in Spain This indeed was taking away the pooi wretch s sole subsistence, and putting him just upon an equality with his dements
I took the same opportunity to make my complaints of the couegidoie, but his teim expiring very soon, and a process being likely to be chaigeable, I was advised to let it drop So having effected what I came foi, I returned to my old station at La Mancha
When I came back, I found a new corregidore, as I had been told theie would, by the dean of the Inquisition, who, at the same time, advised me to wait on him. I did so, soon aftei my amval, and then experienced the advice to be well intended, the dean having wrote a letter to him, to Older him to treat me with all mannei of civility He showed me the \eiy lettei, and it was in such paiticular and obliging tcims, that I could not but peiceive he had taken a resolution, if possible, to eradicate all the evil impressions that MurtougVs beliavioui might have given too great occasion for. This served to confirm me in an observation that I had long before made, that a piotestant, who will piudently keep his sentiments in Ins own bieast, may command anything in Spam, whoie their stiff bigotry leads them naturalty into that othei mistake, that not to oppose, is to assent Besides, ^is^cneially^among them almost a work of supererogation to be even instiumental in the conversion of one they call a heietic To bung any such back to what they call mother chinch, nothing shall be spared, nothing thought too much; and it you have insmcciity enough to give them hopes, you Mhall not only live m ease, but in pleasure and plenty
I had entei tamed some thoughts on my journey oack, of taking up my old quaiteis at the widow's, but found her so entnely convex ted by her clerico* that there would be na